HOVENSA

REPLY TO:
HOVENSA L.L.C.
| Estate Hope

October 13. 2010 Christiansted V1 00820-5652

Ms. Nadine Noorhasan, Director

Division of Environmental Protection
Department of Planning & Natural Resources
45 Mars Hill

Frederiksted, St. Croix, V.I. 00840-4474

SUBJECT: Opacity from Fiuid Catalvtic Cracking (FCC) Wet Gas Scrubber (WGS)

Dear Ms. Noorhasan:

HOVENSA submits this letter in compliance with Section 204-22 of the Virgin Islands Air Pollution
Control Act regarding an opacity that was observed at the FCC WGS on October 6, 2010. A verbal
notification was made to Ms. Verline Marcellin of the Division of Environmental Protection on
Wednesday, October 6, 2010.

An opacity was observed from the FCCU WGS at approximately 1145 hrs. Section 204-22(a)
states that no person shall discharge into the atmosphere from any stationary source any air
contaminants with opacity equal to or greater than 20 percent for any time period. Section 204-
22(b) states that fuel-burning facilities may discharge into the atmosphere air contaminants with
opacity equal to or less than 40 percent for a period or periods aggregating not more than three
minutes in any 30 minute period.

On October 6, 2010, water in the control panel during a heavy rain event caused a malfunction of
the regenerated catalyst slide valve. The malfunction of the valve resulted in a diversion of the
hydrocarbon from the reactor into the regenerator. The incomplete combustion of hydrocarbon in
the regenerator caused discoloration of the WGS plume and the opacity exceedance.

The immediate corrective action was to remove the feed and to shutdown the FCC unit. While the
unit was down, all the slide valves were inspected and resealed in order to provide protection from
water and to prevent reoccurrence.

Based on information and belief formed after reasonable inquiry, the statements and information in
the document are true, accurate, and complete. If you have any questions or need additional
information, please call the undersigned at (340) 692-3774.

Sincerely,

fotilionC. (s

Kathleen C. Antoine
Environmental Director

KCA/IR/Im
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. A1\ Incident Form Kathleen Antoine (kantoine)
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_t= "/ loss of catalyst circulation.
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& plant Compliance Workspace ‘ FCC Unit Shutdown due to ... [
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Incident Number: elnc-10-0763 Object ID: ‘\ 7319312
Author: ! Roy Dore (rdore)
Incident Type: 3 Process
KT RCFA Methodolgy: '
Department: 3/ Area5
Owner: :J LL-WF-II Managers and Designees - Area 5
Date of Incident: ! 10/06/2010 11:00 AM
Date Recorded: -/ 10/06/2010 11:00 AM
Incident Class: :/ Class I
Incident Classification: Operational Problems

Environmental Checklist: :|

Personal Injury: 3

Report State: | Second Level Approval
Reporting Period: ! FY 2010

Location

Area: Area5 O

Unit: 7000 FCC ©
Location Description: Reactor / Regen
Witnesses

B. Sumayah (50-4639) and W. Massiah (50-4317)

Witnesses: !

Incident Description
The FCC Unit was shutdown at 11:41hrs due to loss of catalyst circulation.

Incident Description: :/

The FCC Unit was shutdown during a rain storm due to the loss of catalyst M
circulation. The Regenerated catalyst slide valve (SV-7002) went closed
Facts: causing the loss of Catalyst circulation. Attempts were belng made to reopen it
and when it did reopen, the level in the Reactor went high which caused the
Spent Catalyst slide valve to open up to control the increase in Reactor level. %

The Feed was removed fram the Unit, steam up the Riser and the Unit placed
into a safe condition.
Immediate Corrective Action Taken: !

Replace damaged cards in the regen slide valve panel box and install all the
bolts to seal the box from water....See attached document with the FCC slide
Preliminary Recomendations to Prevent Recurrence: :| valve findings. "See attached UOP report”

Incident Investigation

Statement from Operations

Documents Requested (Select ALL that applies): :J Process Trends DCS

Hide All 2 Comment(s)
Albert Beharry 10/26/2010 11:08 AM make corrections,

http://livelink2/livelink/lisapi.dll?func=11&objid=7319312&objAction=view&backUrl=...  12/15/2010
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Previous Comments: & Roy Dore 10/06/2010 03:47 PM None
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